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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 8
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider reading
our books at a lower level. If the unknown characters are fewer than
8, then this book is likely at your level! If you find that you know all
the characters, you may be ready for a higher level. However, even
if you know all the characters but are reading slowly, you should
consider building reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. All books at each level
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expectin a Level 2 book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Level 2 like this one:

* Include a core set of 450 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

» Are about 15,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar

* Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not



expected to know at this level
* Include a glossary at the back of book
¢ Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearch and provenbylearnersall overthe world. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading

READING LEVEL: < r >

COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

This novel is not only based on Jules Vernes’s classic, Journey to
the Center of the Earth, but also pays tribute to several of Edouard
Riou’s classic illustrations from the 1864 version. The illustrations
in this book are our own, and this Mandarin Companion graded
reader has been adapted into a fully localized Chinese version of the
original story with locations adapted to well-known places in China.

The original story begins in Hamburg with the German profes-
sor Lidenbrock and his nephew Axel. It includes a rather long build-
up with many characters and eventually embarks to Iceland for the
descent, where Icelandic guide Hans joins the expedition. In this
adaptation, the locations have been adapted to Xi’an as our heroes’
starting point, with the mountainous region of kIl (Lé Shan) in
Sichuan as the point of descent.

Perhaps the biggest change was replacing the nephew Axel with a
niece named Xiaojing. We saw no reason that the lead role couldn’t
be female. Additionally, it makes for easier identification of the char-
acters in illustrations where the characters are smaller.

The translation of the title is worth pointing out, because it’s the
standard translation used in Chinese, and it’s a good one that might
not be obvious to an intermediate learner. The title H/CMFFIC (Dixin
Youji) mirrors the title of one of China’s Four Great Classical Novels,
FEIFIC (X7 You i), or Fourney to the West in English. So while Ji#1C
(Yéuji) is not a word you’ll use in your everyday conversations, you’ll
find it important in Chinese literature.

As one of the oldest stories adapted at Mandarin Companion,
we have been extremely impressed by how well Vernes’s classic sci-
fi tale holds up even for modern-day readers.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from Jules Verne’s
original story. The names below are not translations; they are new
Chinese names used for the Chinese versions of the original charac-
ters. Think of them as all-new characters in a Chinese story.

BHRGL (Lud Shashu) — Professor Liedenbrock
B /INEF (Lub Xidojing) — Axel Liedenbrock
FZVF (Ldo Xt) — Hans Bjelke
WIETT (Hudng Daoyuén) — Arne Saknussemm

Cast of Characters

TR TihaE

(Lu6 Shashu) (Luo Xiaojing)



EIF HIETT

(Lao Xu) (Huang Daoyuan)
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Locations

Vi (Xi"an)

The capital of Shaanxi [P Province, Xi’an is
known for being the oldest of the Four Great
Ancient Capitals. Xi’an is also famous for

its historical role as the starting point of the
Silk Road and home to first Emperor Qin
Shishuang’s army of Terracotta Warriors.

JRER (Chéngdi)

The capital of Sichuan, Chengdu is one of the
largest cities in modern China and a popu-

lar outpost for backpackers and Tibet-bound
trekkers. Surrounded by steep mountains and
large primitive forests, Chengdu has always been
one of the “wilder” areas of western China.

o I YN

SR (Le shan)

This famous mountain district in south central
Sichuan Province and home to the Le Shan Gi-
ant Buddha, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
Although modern Le Shan does not have any
active volcanoes, it has a history of seismic and
volcanic activity.

ﬁ% (Taiwan)

MYANMAR

The famous island of Taiwan off the south-
eastern coast of mainland China is a haven of
breath-taking natural beauty and has some active
volcanoes on its north coast.
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1
2
3

# (jiao) v. to teach 4 % (n&) v. to pick up, to take
%% (dizhixué) n. geology 5 4K (zhY) n. paper
YA (xingfén) adj. excited 6 i (dido) . to lose, to drop
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7
8
9

¥ (wénzi) n. written characters 10 A% (buguan) conj. no matter
fiff (ddng) v. to understand 1 KW (faxian) o. to discover

B3 (mimi) n. secret
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AT — R DUE TRE 2B AHE X2 it

12

2207 BURTESRIRA G, Wl T2,

13

B8 7 E, Tl — B R R4,
fib i I e AR, HR2RA L Z, S

MRS, BT DAFR M IR LIS ftix 2, R 8
M, R XA, il EEE, KE—2 )Lt

4fo

12
13

5E4% (Wanquan) ado. completely 14 42X (shénggqj) vo. to get angry
2% (gaoxing) adj. happy 15 R (xitxi) v. to rest
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20 Kili (hudshan) n. volcano 17 A5 (butingde) adv. unceasingly
21 T (yingzi) n. shadow 18  5¥8X (taran) ado. suddenly
16 IAEL (rénzhén) adj. s s, diligent 19  JF4E (kaishi) ». to start
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EoRE L, BRORER R BB,

22 B (gan) v., aux. to dare (to) 25 5§31 (pangbian) n. side
23 Hifi% (xiangxin) o. to believe 26 NG (yanjing) 7. eye(s)
24 1Jif] (k&pa) adj. scary 27 HEHE (shuijiao) vo. to sleep



' Journey to the Center of the Earth

fl— i b2, BRARRT, SRAREL. FEI
O MR, B AL, BT, JUE
R,

B, BB B %, R
{77 R T AU

N, PRKIEIAT 1 ST H R,

3

BAEJLR 1?7 M2 R TIE? R, tRENZ
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“EALOWT 6 ARLEER T, ﬁﬁ@??ftﬂﬁa

T BRHEME TR, HERARMIZN

3 /N[HTE]
XA
28 L (luan) adj. messy 32 #ifE (qiguai) adj. strange
29 D (danxin) o. to worry (about) 33 4f{% (hdoxiang) ado. it seems (that)

30 Y (juéding) v., n. to decide; a
decision

31 & (chafa) @ to set off
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39

RS R R AN T2 BX,
AR RSB T,

41

34 °F (ping) adj. flat 38 g (yaoshi) conj. if
35 Fi% (shéngyin) . sound, voice 39 HSi (qishi) adv. actually
36 {5 (ting) @. to stop 40 Y (weile) conj. for the purpose of

37 SR (jiusuan) conj. even if 41 %7 (gaibian) v., n. to change; a change
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K7 BB R ES,

HoeitBps, ZIAST LREL, BAERS X
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BeApik, BOAREFHEHAR B CRRE T
XXMk, FARGAMEL . BEADUS, R
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FHR—KE, ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁﬂ”ﬁ%ﬂ fth—34
TE!Z%E’%E@JEL, —HY: “HSREAK 2557,

42 & (héi) adj. black, dark 46 1) (réng) v. to throw

43 T.H (gongju) n. tool 47 — B (yixiazi) ado. all at once
44 [ifif5 (shuizhdo) ve. to fall asleep 48 ¥ (xing) v. to awaken

45 J&4E (ganjué) v, n. to feel; feeling
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49 54 (lingwai) ado. in addition 51 %%l (déngdao) vc. to wait until; when

50 #HT: (bangmang) vo. to help (a certain time comes)
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FAE 1o

54

RET, BVWE DKL RIS ERAEK

52 5 (Ii) cov. to be distanced from 54 [AE (téngyi) v. to agree
53 FR7T (chule) cov. except for; besides
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55 ‘&Z4% (anquan) adj., n. safe; safety 58 ¥ (shiwang) adj. disappointed
56 1 (haipa) v. to be afraid (of) 59 % (dé&ng) v. to wait
57 KFH (taiyang) n. the sun
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Key Words X i
(Guanjianci)

# jiao v. toteach

HufFi%Z dizhixué n. geology

MAY xingfen adj. excited

Z na . to pick up, to take

4 zhi n paper

i diao . to lose, to drop

¥ wénzi n. written characters
{# déng . to understand

A mimi n. secret

A% bugusn comj. no matter
KIL faxian . to discover

584 wéanquan ado. completely
=% gaoxing adj. happy

R shéngqgi vo. to get angry
WE\ xiaxi o. 1o rest

INEL rénzhen adj. serious, diligent
AMEHL butingde adv. unceasingly
988K taran adv. suddenly

FFf kaishi 0. to start

. K1l husshan #. volcano

W1 yingzi n. shadow

. B gan o, aux. to dare (to)
. H1E xiangxin v. to believe
. B kepa adj. scary

. 5% pangbian n. side

. HRB& yanjing n. eye(s)
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28.
29.
30.

31.

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.

41.

42.
43.
44,
45.
46.

47.

48.
49.
50.

51.

52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.

58.
59.
60.

61.

62.
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U shuijiao 0. to sleep

#iL luan adj. messy

L danxin 2. to worry (about)
YYE juéding o., n. to decide; a decision
% chafa v. to set off

#1E qiguai adj. strange

U4 hsoxiang adv. it seems (that)
S ping adj. flat

73 shengyin n. sound, voice

5 ting o. to stop

FREL jivsuan comj. even if

BE yaoshi comj. if

HSZ gishi adv. actually

HNT weile conj. for the purpose of
A gsibian ., 7. to change; a change
M hei adj. black, dark

T.H gongju n. tool

ffEE shuizhao oc. to fall asleep
JEGE ganjué v, n. to feel; feeling
5 reng . to throw

— BT yixiazi adv. all at once

li# xing . to awaken

AN lingwai adoe. in addition
# bangmang vo. to help

% dengdao we. to wait until; when (a certain time comes)

B i cov. to be distanced from
FRY chale cov. except for; besides
[RI& tongyi ©. to agree

4 anquan adj., n. safe; safety
EJ9 naipa . to be afraid (of)
KFH taiyang #. the sun

Y shiwang adj. disappointed
% déng v. to wait

R shen adj. deep

Fitf susydu adj. all

£33k shitou n. stone, rock



63.
64.
65.
66.

67.

68.
69.
70.

71.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.
80.

81.

82.
83.
84.
85.
86.

87.

88.
89.
90.

91.

92.
93.
94.
95.
96.

97.

98.
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ZHf anjing adj. quiet

UFAF haogi adj. curious

R zhuyi o, to pay attention (to)
KRI faguang wvo. to glow

Y guang . light

28F zhongyu adv. finally

WE zang adj. dirty

B¢ bing n. salty pancake

KA fasheng o. to happen

J510] fangxiang n. direction

&I 1wkdu n. crossroads, intersection
IR jixia ve. to write down

HRBHAT zhaomingdeng . light, lantern
% gou adj. enough

f&0 xinxin . confidence

71’X. hqi n. physical strength

2 ji adj. urgent

2k tido muw. [for long thin things]
13k disntéu vo. to nod one’s head
% yon 0. to faint

¥ xiwang v., n. to hope; hope
ML chadian adv. almost

i hé n. river

il dong n. cave, hole

B pen v. to spew

TAE lisobugi adj. amazing, impressive
HY zhiyao conj. as long as

fRRDE jigiué v. to solve

HIL chaxian v, to appear

B # huozhé comj., adv. or

HEHE zhongyao adj. important

NHL gongli n. kilometer

f& xia o. to fix

AP yiwai ., adj. surprise, surprising
9l tebie adj., adv. special; especially
P zhua . to grab



99. f# zhuang v. to crash into
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100. fif chuan n. boat
WFTA haimian 7. the surface of the sea
102. il jingjingde ado. silently

101.

103

104.
105.

106

107.

108
109

110. W% penfa v. to spout, to erupt

. tHY) zhiwa n. plant
W) dongwa 7. animal
H3k gutou n. bone(s)

. A ya n. fish

Y guaiwu n. monster

. % dio n. island
. J)] dao n. knife

adj.
adv.

aux.
cony.

cov.

ma.

n.

on.

part.

Part of Speech Key

Adjective
Adverb
Augxiliary Verb
Conjunction
Coverb
Measure word

Noun
Onomatopoeia

Particle

prep. Preposition

pr.

pn.

.
0.

oc.
0.

Pronoun

Proper noun

Time Noun
Verb

Verb plus complement
Verb plus object
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar
points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-
lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this
graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European
Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.
The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point
can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source
of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1
Events in quick succession with “yi... jiu” RS/ RELLLE
Turning adjectives into adverbs Subj. + Adj. + i1 + Verb
Resultative complement “chu(lai)” Verb + {2k
Comparing “gang” and “gangcai” Ml vs WA
“Bei” sentence B+ Verb + -+
“No matter” with “buguan” AN + Situation + Subj.+ (#f 7 1) +
Result
Appearance with “kangjlai” Subj. + HEK + Adj.
Expressing earliness with  “jiu” Subj. + Time + §f + Verb + Obj.
Causative verbs Subj. + Causative Verb + Noun /

Pronoun + Verb-Obj.

The “ba” sentence Subj. + #fl + Obj. + Verb Phrase
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Sequencing past events with “houlai”

» . ”»

“If---, then---” with “ruguo---, jiu--

U + Statement + 5t + Result

G .9

Again in the future with “zai

Subj. + F + Verb + Obj.

« ]

Aspect particle “zhe

Verb + &

Again in the past with “you”

Subj. + X +Verb + T

Continuation with “hai”

Subj. + It + Verb + Obj.

Tricky uses of “dao”

Subj. + Verb + %

“Must” modal “dei”

Subj. + {8 + Verb + Obj.

“It seems” with “haoxiang”

Subj. + &g

CHAPTER 2

»

“If---then---” with “yaoshi”

HJE + Statement + 5t + Result

¢

Expressing purpose with “weile”

AT +[Purposel, Subject+
Predicate

i

Expressing lateness with “cai

Subj. + Time + 4" + Verb + Obj.

Using “zhao” as complement

Verb + %

Expressing “even if---” with “jiusuan”

WS + [Hypothetical Statement] +
1 + [Action]

Assessing situations with “kanlai”

F 3K + Perspective

“Ye” and “dou” together

Subj. + L + #f + Verb / Adj.

“Had better” with “haishi”

Subj. + }£72 + Action + IIEX

Descriptive complement

Verb / Adj. + 13 + Description

Expressing “every time” with “mei” and “dou”

...... %I‘g ......

“Not at all”

Subj. + — it/ & + AN + Adj.

Expressing “how often”

Subj. + ZKINH + Verb + —X (+
Obj.)

Verbs with “gei”

Subj. + %5 + Target + Verb + Obj.

“Except” and “in addition” with “chule---yiwai”

BT (DA, 8o

Mistakenly think that

Subj. + LN + Phrase
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Descriptive complement

Verb / Adj. + 1§ + Description

CHAPTER 3

» o«

Comparing "chao  “xiang and “wang

[/ 67 /43 + BAATT I + Verb

Adjectives with “name” and “zheme”

Subj. + A4 1 IX 2 + Adj.

Reduplication of adjectives

Adj. + Adj. + ) (+ Noun)

. « » o« »
Expressing “more and more” with “yue:--yue-:

Subj. + BRI + Adj. + T

“ ”»

“Verbing away” using “zhe

Verb + % + Verb + & + 5 +
Comment + |

Further uses of resultative complement “qilai”

Verb + &2k

3 3

Sequencing with “xian” and “zai’

Indicating a number in excess

Number + % + Measure word +
(Noun)

“Only if” with “zhiyou”

HF + Essential Condition + /4 +
Desired Outcome

CHAPTER 4

“Never again” with “zaiye bu”

Subj. + FIAS + Verb + Obj. + T

Modal particle “de”

Statement + [

”»

“Not---but rather---” with “er shi”

A +A+TE+B

“Not often” with “bu zenme”

Subj. + NE4 + Verb

“In addition” with “zaishuo”

Doing something less with “shao”

Subj. + /b + Verb + Obj.

CHAPTER 5

Referringto “all” using “suoyou”

FiF 14 + Noun + #f + Verb / Adj.

Complements with “dao” , “gei” and “zai”

Subj. + Verb + &l / 45 / 7E---

Expressing “almost” using “chadian”

Subj. + Z£ 55 (JL) + [Verb Phrase] + 1
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“Aslong as” with “zhiyao”

W + Condition + 4t + Result

CHAPTER 6

[7F Y]

“Just” with “jiu

Subj. + -

Conceding a point with “shi”

Adj. + J& + Adj. + {HJE-

Saying “ever since” with “yilai”

Time or Event + PASE

Separable verb

“EETRE”

CHAPTER 7

”»

Result complement “-cuo

Obj. + Subj. + Verb + 5 + T

Basic comparisons with “yiyang”

Noun 1 + R / il + Noun 2 + —#f£

CHAPTER 8

”

The pattern “it's not---, it's"*

Subj. + 4SS + Adj. ~ Noun /" Verb
1+ & +Adj. / Noun / Verb 2

Doing something more with “duo”

% + Verb + Obj.

Expressing “not only---but also”

Subj. + AMH + Adj. / Verb, TiH +
Adj. / Verb

Comparing “haishi” and “huozhe”

Subj. + Verb + Option A + I /2 +
Option B

CHAPTER 9

2] .

“For” with “wei”

N + [Some Part] + Verb

Comparing “zongsuan” and “zhongyu”

Subj. + 54T + Verb

Expressing “everyone” with “shei”

e 7 #R

”»

“Verbing around” with “lai” and “qu”

Verb + 3K + Verb + 2

CHAPTER 10

“Always” with “conglai”

Subj. + MK + # + Verb Phrase
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Resultative complement “zhu

Verb + {1

CHAPTER 11

Basic comparisons with “meiyou”

Noun 1+ 3%f + Noun 2 + Adj.

Using “dui”

X} + Obj. + Verb Phrase

Expressing “much more” in comparisons

Subj. + Lk + Noun + Adj. + 5% / £
TI1RZ

CHAPTER 12

Comparing “turan” and “huran"

IR IR + Verb
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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The Misadventures of Zhou Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock

Haisheng /NI
R by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner In Search of Hua Ma

My Teacher Is a Martian AEE)
(BRPEIMZXEN) by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner Fust Friends?

(BATRRARARNE?)

by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
Ay the Curly-Haired Company

by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNFINZET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

ORTERED) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving CETFMFZT)

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
M) Emma
by W. W. Jacobs C&R)

The Country of the Blind by Jane Austen
GEPNE)) The Ransom of Red Chief
by H. G. Wells CELIRRIOAS )

by O. Henry
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Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters

Great Expectations: Part 1 Fekvll and Hyde
(EiFRTR (1)) LRI R AE)
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Great Expectations: Part 2
CGRirryamna (F))
by Charles Dickens

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM









