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What Graded Readers
can do for you

Welcome to Mandarin Companion!

We’ve worked hard to create enjoyable stories that can help you
build confidence and competence and get better at Chinese—at the
right level for you.

Our graded readers have controlled and simplified language that
allows you to bring together the language you’ve learned so far and
absorb how words work naturally together. Research suggests that
learners need to “encounter” a word 10-30 times before truly learn-
ing it. Graded readers provide the repetition that you need to de-
velop fluency NOW at your level.

In the next section, you can take an assessment and discover if
this is the right level for you. We also explain how it won’t just im-
prove your Chinese skills but will have a wide range of benefits, from
better test scores to increased confidence.

We hope you enjoy our books, and best of luck with your studies.
Jared and John

Frequently Asked Questions

Do you have versions with pinyin over the charac-
ters?

No. Although this method is common for native Chinese learners,
research and experience show it distracts a second language learner
and slows down their ability to learn the characters. If you require
pinyin to read most of the characters at this level, you should read
something easier.



Is there an English translation of the story?

No. Research and experience show that an English translation will
slow down the development of your Chinese language learning skills.

Is this the right level for me?

Let’s find out. Open to a story page with characters and start read-
ing. Keep track of the number of characters you don’t know but
don’t count any key words you don’t know. If there are more than 6
unknown characters on that page, you may want to consider reading
our books at a lower level. If the unknown characters are fewer than
6, then this book is likely at your level! If you find that you know all
the characters, you may be ready for a higher level. However, even
if you know all the characters but are reading slowly, you should
consider building reading speed before moving up a level.

How do you decide which characters to include at
each level?

Each level includes a core set of characters based on our extensive
analysis of the most common characters and words taught to and used
by those learning Chinese as a second language. All books at each level
are based on the same core set and they can be read in any order.

What to expectin a Level 1 book?

It’s important that you read at the level that is right for you. Check
out the next page to learn more about Extensive Reading and how
we use that in graded readers to support the learning of Chinese by
just enjoying a good story.

Books in our Level 1 like this one:

* Include a core set of 300 Chinese words and characters learners are
most likely to know.

» Are about 10,000 characters in length

» Use level appropriate grammar

* Include pinyin and a translation of words and characters you are not



expected to know at this level
* Include a glossary at the back of book
¢ Include proper nouns that are underlined

What is Extensive Reading?

It will improve test scores, your reading speed and comprehension,
speaking, listening and writing skills. You’ll pick up grammar nat-
urally, you’ll begin understanding in Chinese, your confidence will
improve, and you’ll enjoy learning the language.

Graded Readers are based on science that is backed by mountains
ofresearchand provenbylearnersall overthe world. Theyarefounded
on the theories of Extensive Reading and Comprehensible Input.

Extensive Reading is reading at a level where you can understand
almost all of what you are reading (ideally 98%) at a comfortable
speed, as opposed to stumbling through dense paragraphs word by
word.

When you read extensively, you’ll understand most of the words
and find yourself fully engaged with the story.

Reading Intensive Extensive
Pain Reading Reading

READING LEVEL: < > <€ >

COMPREHENSION: 98% 100%

Reading at 98% comprehension is the sweet spot to max out your
learning gains. You do still learn at the Intensive Reading level (90—
98%), but the closer you are to the Extensive level, the faster your
progress.

No one should be reading below a 90% comprehension level.

It’s called Reading Pain for a reason. You spend so much time in
a dictionary and after 30 painful minutes on ONE paragraph, you’re
not even sure what you’ve just read!

If you want to know more, check out our website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Story Notes

This adaptation of Emima is approximately 200 years removed
from the original, a change from England’s Regency period to China’s
Digital Age, two widely different cultures. Although there are great
differences in time and culture, there are direct parallels between
these two periods we drew on in bringing you this classic story.
When Jane Austen sat down in January 1814 to write about “a hero-
ine whom no-one but myself will much like,” she could have never
imagined that one day her story would be adapted into a Chinese
setting hundreds of years in the future.

However, bringing Emma into the hustle and bustle of 21st cen-
tury Shanghai was no small task. In the original, Emma was born
into a wealthy family, sees no need for a man in her life, and spends
much of her time dabbling in the lives of her friends and neighbors.
In this adaptation, Emma has a wealthy father yet has an ambitious
drive to make something of her life. She is married to her career as a
fashion designer, which leaves her with no time for a man. Instead,
she pursues her hobby of matching friends and co-workers.

Setting this story in the modern day brought in a number of new
possibilities. Hand-written letters sent via courier are replaced by
text messaging. Community newspapers and bulletins as a way of
spreading local news are replaced with social media, complete with
likes, comments, and selfies. It is fun to note that the cover image
pays homage to the movie Clueless, perhaps the most commercially
successful adaptation of Emma yet.

Despite the time difference between the original and adapted
version, the core essence of Emma’s personality remains intact: a
spoiled, headstrong, and self-satisfied heroine who greatly overesti-
mates her own skills and is blind to the dangers of meddling in other
people’s lives.



Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from this Chinese story
followed by their corresponding English names from Jane Austen’s
original story. The names below are not translations; they are new
Chinese names used for the Chinese versions of the original charac-
ters. Think of them as all-new characters in a Chinese story.

LR (An Md) — Emma Woodhouse
Elton (Elton) — Philip Elton
Jane (Jane) — Jane Fairfax
A1 IE (Shi Wénzhéng) — George Knightley
J 75 (Fangfang) — Harriet Smith
/N (Xi&o Zhou) — Robert Martin
&SR (Chén Ran) — Frank Churchill

Cast of Characters

Elton
(Elton)




Jane
(Jane)

¢

2y
575

(Fangfang)

(Chén Ran)

AXIE

(Shi Wénzheng)

INE

(Xido Zhou)



Locations

¥ (shanghsi)

China’s largest city, Shanghai embodies the
past, present, and future of China. It is the cos-
mopolitan center of commerce and fashion for
China, where western culture blends with east-
ern traditions.

\

H

)| (Guangzhou)

Guangzhou is the largest city in southern China
and a hub of Cantonese culture. It is the center
of the most populous built-up urban area in the
world consisting of nine cities and two special

administrative regions.

e Lhasa

MYANMAR
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one
TEME T

~¢E£%%L,@§M%%T,R
G%R, Elton, JanefITHIERIEIER

ﬁjo

3

ZAR T2 P AT A LR, [0 DA At
—BAEEE R, MAEME —RRAE

5

AT A TR, X Al B AN

o ZARR =N H CHITAF, BRAR,

1 [il% (téngshi) n. co-worker, colleague
2 E# (I50bdn) n. boss

3 /aH] (gongsi) n. company, corporation;
office

I8l (hui) 2. to return; to reply
BEil (sheji) v., n. to design; a design
e (yifu) n. clothing

INEL (rénzhén) adj. serious; seriously

N o N



W TAEEIRBA ER,

Elton RLANET, LHEA, KIFER
#, WREFRI, WERERRI L
KL, IR VS, [T
R, BRI AL,

U, RS LRI A
HELRRR/ELRE? Blon KL

BEXAAARLEE, RIABI0LT
B, %A SRR T— R, 3
VLA T ORI, MR A R

15

HIEIE.

15

K% (zhangde) ». to look (pretty, the 12 {4 (bao) n. bag

same etc) 13 ik (shi) . to try

? (chuan) o. to wear, to put on; to 14 R (hén kuai) phrase very fast; quickly,
pierce very soon

T (jitiba) n. bar, pub 15 fH3% (xiangfa) n. idea, thinking

i (qing) @. please; to invite, to request,
to treat (to a meal, etc.)



Mandarin Companion !

"B RBVARIEAES, PRI, X

T, TR LEEZMRAEEER party,
PRAEER T — 2 2301527

KA, WAKRKICT . PIRIE,” B
TR, Z2R7H B Elton,

Elton B ZARIX AL, #ILE 1




EltonMI7E, EMROGE 7IIK,

VIR, LR R B R 2
T2 PRGN Al ERATH PPT
To IRAIE, XM AFEPRBUREER, "

“Binld, TR e 2 EREA]
LI

Ufo WA KM LI H, BiE T
WBETE, ZARK T —Fo MABEER K
e b ERMAT 20

JUA BT, 2R — PESR, 2
mEZE="125 71, He, fEeiCa
LA, FPA— B A L, AR

16 1l (zuijin) adv. recently, these days; 18 %% (xido) v. to laugh, to smile

latest 19 % (sui) mw. [measure word for years old]
17 H% (zhdngyao) adj. important
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ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁamﬁﬁo%%3+%2?

TE T)‘Lo Kﬁ, ﬁméﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁo Hﬁ?ﬂ{

— EAER AL A
b, Xl b DA R R = A
— A NRF I 2N

htbiE e ARt — S NZ R TR, BRARE,

AR B AL, o R —
BT, BERBLMK. SREHER

*Dﬁﬁﬁéﬁ'yi/\ ﬁ@ ﬁﬂilﬁmam)\o
%_W%A%TD{E, Jane X ZER KR 4
KRB ARG T2 N SR e, 1!51

20 Uil (gugu) n. father’s sister 24 Z4f (3ihdo) n. hobby

21 {3 (pidoliang) adj. pretty 25 PAHE] (méi xidngdao) phrase didn’t
22 # (bang) v. to help; for (someone) expect

23 K (zh&0) v. to look for; to call on 26 45l (jiehan) vo. to get married

someone; to give change 27 #>% (gaoxing) adj. happy



Prfit, tRAFDIATESA TR, ”
R, BRSNS T —
FTUMIEE, - ST TR
ZARERFIFAIHI R A HATE, EMRMR

2

B, WERE AJane, WREWIFIFIR

Zo JaneBEREZA—IEHE AN, W
— PRI HL T R B R, BESEREE
UG, Janeift — BAERXR QA TAFo Jane
TAHRIAR, R4, 2fcn rif—Ear

AR, XIEZARIRAE %,

27

JaneiE 1 PAJE, ZARIIEESTHEIGAZL
AR L, AR LA TAE, KARIEE

28 Mk (kafei) n. coffee 29 X% (guanxi) n. relation, relationship; to

CCCCCCC
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%o PRE CIZIRIE,”

ZARMEERZ-MEEA, HOHAR
§0£X%@@E%ﬁ¢mﬁﬁﬁ%70
MZAKYL, EEeRBEZNA EET
PRARIC, ARDERZOR—EIZMR, Wil
i, (H2, BEEH WA LARLRZBU R,
ZH). R 29, fradbemari. 2
KANE, saEmREWN T,

ZREIE PE — B IR & & (E1E— i,
WERE IR WU B CHIAIGRAS,
NI MER T 0L, MR =R

30 4% (shéngyi) n. business 33 Ei% (shenghud) . life
31 JF/2AH] (kai gongsi) vo. to start a

company
32 R/ (hén shdo) phrase very few; rarely



FERTAE, HHEETESIRNE, AELe
RZMRIERSB A B,
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Two

Aok 4

—RM L, ZARIRBAEER, &8

EREDR, WMEEEZH T, HaXE
17— H,

THAEIR, RERA, BRI
1o

VEAT? RIDERE RAL. T £
SCE/VDHEIF,

A IERZARRIFHIR, BiIEs

34 % (nd) v. to grab 37 /D (xidoxin) o. to be careful

35 FHL (shduji) n. cell phone, mobile
phone

36 JF.L (kaixin) adj. happy



WRRZH 7, hEadaNLREEZ T

38

FENIRRY, fE-EMERR-TFT, 2
EIR
AR FZERK 8% o LARTRE AL

iE, MBI IR, H2, iz

38 iAIH (rénshi) v. to know (a person)
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B, AT H L, R AL

39 39

IR BT T FELIS
“TeJane------ 4 BRI B I LA
RPN, KRGS ™ LA T

27

—HIK, THAEERN T AT A=

VEOR, EMENEARE, HENT

far IR B R LB, B, Jane/&RAT[A
F, RMEEREE T AF ARRA]
HIRAANLE, MR TAREAL ™ A

EIEIEHI,

41

T, AE—HURRAE, AT

39 Wi (jianmian) vo. to meet 41 1818H (manman de) adv. slowly
40 1% (xidng) v. to resemble; like



RAIIIE, X7, PEREARZ XA

G, AATHE—EARIL, 31, TR
PRRERETE 117 LA S TR,

AT ARG, R MIH S, ik
i1 H SN, 7 ASOEANEIX E 2R
AW ZS . A, BRI

RALEEE CINE (P NERES L (e S P 3
ih 7, " EARWS H OISR, X T,
HRBE 0 0577 RRAM PRAEM,
TEF RPN IR, EEARAR

©

s

P, ARERIEEAER, ARFEKIR

Erl

PAT? WIS ERZIRNES, 47 1, A~
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R, WEREET” TR 7RI,
Ii IR TN A S A2 /it
JioRH, SENIN_EZERY, X2 —
OOk B, XA — D TAE,
VEOR, W IR RO, © S
R, 7597 IR, —1¥le “AFRIE

SRR A AER R RO AR
B, LRI, PR AL,
BUINAS L, Rt AHE A
S5, B, MRS, X R,
IR RRAEAZS, 207, WHIREE
8, BRI, REEFINELT

43 i (fang) ». to put, to place; to release 45 %5F (gaosu) v. to tell, to inform
44 HIfF (xiangxin) v. to believe (that)



KBRS, " ZATHOHIBL, "X T, IR

21

WA BRI RIRARAT B, PR X

Ko

AR, 2ok, BRI R —

>

17 75 RO ZARIXFERIEF A, &
REAR I3 07 KB, SRARPHHIIN A, 05

fEoNE], J7 77 W R A ST ShsE, Fir

DA R A SR/ R UL, /)N E A

235, WRIMIA. S SR IRLN,
fll e REILIE IS, BHRADRILIMSRAIIN

46 A (jiao waimai) vo. to order 48 JFWL (kai fandian) vo. to open a
take-out restaurant

47 % (song) v. to deliver; to send; to give
(as a present); to see off



Mandarin Companion !

AR ER DT o5 i —= ) Lid. MAEMIES
IR T o

X R, NSRS T T3
77, RAEARVEEIL? JARIE IR

Nz, ”

49 JAAK (zhoumd) n. weekend



“@@ﬁ&ﬁﬁ%,@%%ﬁ%@@é
?Mmﬁ”%%%éﬁo

TR AR HARIL, AL ™ /)
HT%%%%%T—$%“%%%Q%E

G5, SRR AT,

4(;1%, }%J_;EJI_LL!”

50 AU (buhoyisi) adj. to feel 51 & (fa) v. to send out
embarrassed or awkward 52 J% (dudnxin) z. text message
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Key Words X%§#id
(Guanjianci)

[F]&H tongshi n. co-worker, colleague

ZHM 150ban n. boss

/NH] gongsi n. company, corporation; office

[A] hui . to return;to reply

¥t sheji o, n. to design; a design

1R yifu n. clothing

IANE rénzhen adj. serious; seriously

K15 zhsngde v. to look (pretty, the same etc)

% chuan . to wear, to put on; to pierce

10. A jitiba n. bar, pub

11. 14 ging . please; to invite, to request, to treat (to a meal, etc.)
12. fil bao n. bag

13. i shi 2. totry

14. R nenkuai phrase very fast; quickly, very soon
15. 7% xiangfa n. idea, thinking

16. BT zuijin ado. recently, these days; latest

OO NOOAMOADNS

17. B zhongyao adj. important

18. 58 xiao . to laugh, to smile

19. % sui mw. [measure word for years old]

20. Utk gagu . father’s sister

21. {35 pisoliang adj. pretty

22. #% bang v. to help; for (someone)

23. R zhio v. to look for; to call on someone; to give change
24. ZUf aihao n. hobby

25. %AH%] meixiangdao phrase didn’t expect

26. 454 jihan wo. to get married
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lm>s gaoxing adj. happy

. MME kafei n. coffee

. K& guanxi n. relation, relationship; to concern
. 2B shengyi n. business

. Hrn] kai gongst vo. to start a company

. 1R’V hénshso phrase very few; rarely

. 2E0E shenghué n. life

. % nd v tograb

. FHL shouji n. cell phone, mobile phone

. JFB kaixin adj. happy

JNEy xifoxin v, to be careful

. IAH renshi o, to know (a person)
. WA jianmian 2o0. to meet

. f& xiang v. to resemble; like

. 12181 manmande adv. slowly
pazy 2.
. T dai o. to carry
. JiX fang . to put, to place; to release

. #H{5 xiangxin ©. to believe (that)

. 5IF gaosu o to tell, to inform

. WAPS2 jiao waimai vo. to order take-out

. 1% song o. to deliver; to send; to give (as a present); to see off

. JFYRJE kaifandian wo. to open a restaurant

. AR zhoumo n. weekend

. AR buhdoyisi adj. to feel embarrassed or awkward
. K fa v. tosend out

. J15 dusnxin n. text message

. U4 hisoxiang . to seem like; to seem to be

. /NH xidosheéng 7. (in a) low voice

. KW faxian o. to find; to discover

. BEEE tiaowt wvo. to dance (a dance)

Bk tiao ». to jump, to hop; to dance

. BH kancha ve. to make out, to be able to see
. £ H shengri n. birthday

. Al qiguai adj. strange, odd; to be baffled

. B I mashang adv. right away; on horseback
. HEXE nangud adj. to feel upset



63.
64.
65.
66.

67.

68.
69.
70.

7.

72.
73.
74.
75.
76.

77.

78.
79.

80
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B zipai v. to take a selfie
M_E wangshang #. online

B xinggi n. week
HE% chagian vo. to put up money

3E gqin . to kiss

K4 fasheng v. to happen

TH pa . to be afraid of; to fear
PI yiwéi v. to (mistakenly) think (that)
R shéngqi v. to get angry

R xidngqi we. to recall/to think of/to call to mind
2 e adj. tired

AL zud . to sit, to ride

E}35 shenbian 7. at one’s side/on hand

U2 hioyi n. good intention, kindness

H7E chachai vo. to go on a business trip

. B fangjian 7. room

% banfa n. way (of doing sth), method
1419 guode o. to get by; to spend time

81. HEWE shuijiao vo. to sleep, to go to bed

27

adj.
adv.
aux.
cony.
cov.
maw.
n.
on.

part.

Part of Speech Key

Adjective
Adverb
Auxiliary Verb
Conjunction
Coverb
Measure word

Noun
Onomatopoeia

Particle

prep. Preposition

pr.

pn.

.
.

vc.

0.

Pronoun

Proper noun

Time Noun
Verb

Verb plus complement
Verb plus object
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Grammar Points

For learners new to reading Chinese, an understanding of grammar
points can be extremely helpful for learners and teachers. The fol-
lowing is a list of the most challenging grammar points used in this
graded reader.

These grammar points correspond to the Common European
Framework of Reference for LLanguages (CEFR) level A2 or above.
The full list with explanations and examples of each grammar point
can be found on the Chinese Grammar Wiki, the definitive source
of information on Chinese grammar online.

ENGLISH CHINESE

CHAPTER 1

Expressing “only” with “zhi” H +Verb

Continuation with “hai”

JETE + Verb / Adj.

Before a specific time with “yigian”

Time / Verb + PAR(

<

Using the “shi... de” construction

%E' ...... B{]

Indicating purpose or intent using “shi...de”

Expressing “all along” with “yizhi”

Subj. + —H + Predicate

9

Special verbs with “hen

R + Verb

Indicating location with “zai” before verbs

Subj. + 7E + Place + Verb

Modifying nouns with adjective + “de”

Adj. + ] + Noun

]

Expressing lateness with “cai

Using “gen” to mean “with”
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Expressing “together” with “yiqgi” —& + Verb

Expressing “will” with “hui” 23 +Verb

Verbs that take double objects Subj. + Verb + Indirect Obj. + Direct
Obj.

Expressing “some” with “yixie” —LE + Noun

Appearance with “kangjlai” Bk

Ending a non-exhaustive list with “shenme de” - 2/

Direction complement Verb (+ Direction) + 3 7 %

Expressing “notvery” with “butai” AKX + Adj.

Reduplication of verbs Verb + Verb

Verbing briefly with “yixia” Verb + —F

Auxiliary verb  “yao” and its multiple meanings % + Noun / E + Verb

Modifying nouns with adjective + “de” Adj. + [ + Noun

Referring to “all” using “suoyou” JIATH - e

Expressing “when” with “de shihou” oo PRI %

Softening speech with “ba” e ne,

Expressing “just” with “gang” Subj. + M + Verb

Adjectives with “name” and “zheme” W2 11X 2 + Adj.

Expressing “aboutto” with “jiuyao” XA + Time Period + Bt % + Verb
Phrase + |

Using “dui” with verbs X} + Noun---+-

Expressing “will” with “hui” X + Verb

Time words and word order Subj. + Time------ / Time + Subj.-=----

Result complement “-wan” for finishing Verb + 5¢

Expressing “already” with “yijing” gg 7

Indicating a number in excess Number + £

Asofter “but” e , I

Tricky uses of “dao” Verb + |
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Cause and effect with “yinwei” and “suoyi”

jﬂ ...... ﬁﬁu ......

Expressing “always” with “zongshi”

EJE + Verb

Two words for “but”

Statement, AJJZ/{HJE +
Transitional Statement

Expressing “even more” with “geng” H + Adj.
Expressing earliness with “jiu” il
Result complement “-hao” Verb + &f

Questions with “le ma”

Verb + 7 + 14?

Result complement “-gilai”

Verb + ik

Verbs with “gei”

Subj. + 45 + Target + Verb + Obj.

Causative verbs

Noun 1 + il /7Y /i + Noun 2+-++++

Expressing “in addition” with “zaishuo”

]

Expressing “for” with “gei”

Subj. + £ + XIR + Verb + Obj.

Special cases of “zai” following verbs

Verb + £ + Place

CHAPTER 2

Expressing completion with “le” Subj. + Verb + T + Obj.
Structural particle “de” S PECYE:]

Expressing “if--, then---” with “ruguo--,jiu---" W, wh-oo
Reduplication of adjectives Adj. + Adj.

Comparing specifically with “xiang”

Noun 1 + 1% + Noun 2 + (JB24--++++)

Expressing “should” with “yinggai” Mi% / % + Verb
Expressing “a little too” with “you dian” Bri(L) +Adj.

Descriptive complement

Verb / Adj. + 1§

Expressing “in this way” with “zheyang”

Condition, JX#¥ + Result / Purpose

Simultaneous tasks with “yibian”

—Jf +Verb 1, —j& +Verb 2

Directional verbs “lai” and “qu”

XK 1 2% + Place

Modifying nouns with phrase + “de”

Phrase + [} + Noun




Mandarin Companion

Expressing “everything” with “shenme dou” fto + & /e
Expressing “everytime” with “mei” and “dou”  ff----- oo
Expressing “again” in the past with “you” X +Verb

Aspect particle “zhe” Verb + %
Moderating positive adjectives with “hai” & + Adj.

Separable verb

Verb-Obj. / Verb + -+ + Ob;j.

Turning adjectives into adverbs

Adj. + i + Verb

CHAPTER 3

Conceding a point with “shi”

Expressing “it seems” with “haoxiang” GG
Sequencing with “xian” and “zai” /FIRRRREY i- SELEEE
Expressing “really” with “zhen” H + Adj
Sentence-final interjection “a” e 10}
Expressing actions in progress (IF) 7 + Verb
Doing something more with “duo” % + Verb

<

Result complements “dao” and “jian” Verb + £ / UL
Expressing “and also” with “hai” 1E + Verb

CHAPTER 4

Expressing “never” with “conglai” MK + A/ 3% () + Verb
Expressing experiences with “guo” Verb + I

Basic comparisons with “bi”

Noun 1 + Lt + Noun 2 + Adj.

Expressing “much more” in comparisons

Noun 1+ kb +Noun2+Adj. + 27 /
(EE2

Intensifying with “duo”

Subj. + % + Adj.

i

Expressing “again” in the future with “zai’

i + Verb

Approximating with sequential numbers

Number 1 + Number 2
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Adding emphasis with “jiushi”

b

Basic comparisons with “yiyang”

Noun 1+ i + Noun 2 + —Ff + Adj.

CHAPTER 5
Result complement “-cuo” Verb + %
Emphasizing quantity with “dou” KEIRZN +HB---

Suggestions with “ba”

Command + It

Using “ye” and “dou” together h + #B + Verb / 1 + #B + Adj.
Mistakenly think that DISgeeeees
Expressing “for” with “wei” 9 + Noun-+++-

CHAPTER 6

Expressing purpose with “weile”

N7 + Purpose + Verb

Expressing duration of inaction

Duration + /% + Verb Phrase (+ )

CHAPTER 7

Expressing not knowing how to do something using ARALE: - 4f
“hao”

Asking why with “zenme” LD eeee?

“I ”»

Expressing “not anymore” with “le

K1 (f5) + Verb Phrase + |

CHAPTER 8

Expressing “notatall” with “yidianr ye bu”

—HOL) R

Topic-comment sentences

Topic, Comment

CHAPTER 9
Positive and negative potential complements Verb + 1§ / A+
Negative commands with “bie” I + Verb
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CHAPTER 10

Expressing “about to happen” with “le” P+ Verb /Adj. + T

Degree complement Verb / Adj. + 15+
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About Mandarin
Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pas-
den, who met one fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only
remaining seats forced them to sit next to each other.

John majored in Japanese in college in the US and later learned
Mandarin before moving to China, where he was admitted into an
all-Chinese masters program in applied linguistics at East China
Normal University in Shanghai. John lives in Shanghai with his wife
and children. John is the editor-in-chief at Mandarin Companion
and ensures each story is written at the appropriate level.

Jared decided to move to China with his young family in search
of career opportunities, despite having no Chinese language skills.
When he learned about Extensive Reading and started using graded
readers, his language skills exploded. In 3 months, he had read 10
graded readers and quickly became conversational in Chinese. Jared
lives in the US with his wife and children. Jared runs the business
operations and focuses on bringing stories to life.

John and Jared work with Chinese learners and teachers all over
the world. They host a podcast, You Can Learn Chinese, where
they discuss the struggles and joys of learning to speak the language.
They are active on social media, where they share memes and stories
about learning Chinese.

You can connect with them through the website
www.mandarincompanion.com
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Other Stories from
Mandarin Companion

Breakthrough Readers: 150 Characters

The Misadventures of Zhou Xiao Ming, Boy Sherlock

Haisheng /NI
CEHgED by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner In Search of Hua Ma

My Teacher Is a Martian AEE)
(FBEImZKEN) by John Pasden, Jared Turner
by John Pasden, Jared Turner Sust Friends?

(AR ?)

by John Pasden, Jared Turner

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden Sherlock Holmes and the Case of
CRLEEAL ) the Curly-Haired Company

by Frances Hodgson Burnett CERNAINET)

The Sixty Year Dream by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

GNHERE) The Prince and the Pauper
by Washington Irving CETFRFZTD

The Monkey’s Paw by Mark Twain
CHEITO The Ransom of Red Chief
by W. W. Jacobs CELHERIIAS )

The Country of the Blind by O. Henry
S=PNE=)

by H. G. Wells
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Level 2 Readers: 450 Characters

Great Expectations: Part 1 FJourney to the Center of the Earth
CEEFIATR (1) (HiuOrFId)
by Charles Dickens by Jules Verne
Great Expectations: Part 2 Fekyll and Hyde
CEEFER (F)) LRI RN RAE)
by Charles Dickens by Robert Louis Stevenson

Mandarin companion is producing
a growing library of graded readers
for Chinese language learners.

Visit our website for the newest books available:
WWW.MANDARINCOMPANION.COM






