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Mandarin Companion Graded Readers

N ow  you can read books in C hinese that are fun and help accelerate language
learning. Every book in the M andarin C om panion series is carefully w ritten to
use characters, w ords, and gram m ar that a learner is likely to know.

The M andarin C om panion Leveling System  has been m eticulously developed
through an in-depth analysis of textbooks, education program s and natural
C hinese language. Every story is w ritten in a sim ple style that is fun and easy to
understand so you im prove w ith each book.

Mandarin Companion Level One

Level 1 is intended for C hinese learners at an upper-elem entary level. M ost
learners w ill be able to approach this book after one to tw o years of form al study,
depending on the learner and program . This series is designed to com bine
sim plicity of characters w ith an easy-to-understand storyline that helps beginner
grow  their vocabulary and language com prehension abilities. The m ore they read,
the better they w ill becom e at reading and grasping the C hinese language.

Level 1 is designed around the M andarin C om panionôs core set of 300 basic
characters. These basic characters ensure that m ost of the vocabulary w ill be
sim ple everyday w ords that the reader is m ost likely to know. This series
contains approxim ately 400 unique words; a num ber low  enough to m ake
reading C hinese less intim idating, w hile also introducing new  key w ords relevant



to the story.

K ey w ords are added gradually over the course of the story. A num bered footnote
indicates the first tim e a new  w ord or character is introduced and the
corresponding hyperlink references the glossary w ith pinyin and an English
definition. Each additional instance of a new  w ord is indicated by a hyperlink.
A ll proper nouns have been underlined to help the reader distinguish betw een
nam es and w ords.

What level is right for me?

If you are able to read this book w ith a high level of com prehension, then this
book is likely at your level. It is ideal to have at m ost only one unknow n w ord or
character for every 40-50 w ords or characters that are read.

O nce you are able to read fluidly and quickly w ithout interruption you are ready
for the next level. Even if you are able to understand all of the w ords in the
book, w e recom m end that readers build fluidity and reading speed before m oving
to higher levels.

How will this help my Chinese?

R eading extensively in a language you are learning is one of the m ost effective
w ays to build fluency. H ow ever, the key is to read at a high level of
com prehension. R eading at the appropriate level in C hinese w ill increase the
speed of character recognition, help acquire vocabulary faster, allow  readers to
naturally learn gram m ar, and train the brain to think in C hinese. It also m akes
learning C hinese m ore fun and enjoyable. R eaders w ill experience the sense of



accom plishm ent and confidence that only com es from  reading entire books in
C hinese.

For m ore inform ation, please see Extensive R eading and G raded R eaders
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O ther Stories from  M andarin C om panion



Story Adaptation Notes

This story is an adaptation of English author W . W . Jacobs' 1902 classic horror
story, The M onkey's Paw. This M andarin C om panion graded reader has been
adapted into a fully localized C hinese version of the original story. The
characters have been given authentic C hinese nam es as opposed to
transliterations of English nam es, w hich sound foreign in C hinese. The locations
have been adapted to w ell-know n places in C hina.

The period of this adaptation is the 1980's not long after D eng X iaoping
fam ously instituted C hina's new  policies of "R eform s and O penness". C hina w as
gearing up its industrialization to eventually becom e know n as "the w orld's
factory." In this tim e period, 10,000 R M B  w as a substantial am ount of m oney,
sim ilar to the feeling of "a m illion dollars" in early 21st century A m erica.

Character Adaptations

The follow ing is a list of the characters from  The M onkey's Paw  in C hinese
follow ed by their corresponding English nam es from  the original story. The
nam es below  are not translations, they are new  C hinese nam es used for the
C hinese versions of the original characters. Think of them  as all-new  characters
in a C hinese story.

 (ZhǕng X ǭp²ng) - M r. W hite

 (ZhǕng T¨itai) - M rs. W hite

 (ZhǕng G u³shǛng) - H erbert W hite



 (Q i§n Y ½nl§i) - Sergeant-M ajor M orris



Cast of Characters

Locations

Y ¼nn§n Yunnan Province in southw est C hina, w hich borders on
Vietnam , Laos and M yanm ar. It is hom e to m any C hinese ethnic
m inorities, and even today has a bit of an exotic feel for m any
C hinese.



1

0875 [1] [2] [3]

[4]

ӥ

ױ [5] ῐ Ə

Ɛ

[6] [7]

ױ

ױ

Ə ױ [8] ױ Ɛ

ӥ

[9]



Ə ױ Ɛ

Ə ≢ [10] [11]

ױ Ɛ

Ə 7 [12]

[13]ƕ ƕ Ɛ Ə
Ɛ



Ə Ɛ [14]

Ə ҹ

Ɛ

[15]

[16] [17]

[18]

Ə
Ɛ Ə Ɛ



Ə Ɛ

Ə Ɛ
ױ

[19]

[20]



Key Words

 ȹ& Ü ê Õ ÑÐã Õ Ê ąȺ

1.  w ¨im ian n. outside

2. yǭzh² adv. continuously, all along

3. xï yד vo. to rain

4. nuׅnhuo adj. w arm

5. k¨nq lׇai vc. to appear, to look (a certain w ay)

6. gǾngchׅng n. factory

7. shǛng v. to give birth to

8. yבuqi§n adj. rich

9. hׅoxï ng v. to seem  that

10. chȊm ®n vo. to go out; to leave hom e

11. shȊshu n. uncle

12. zuבy¸u suffix approxim ately, around (lit. "left-right")

13. kŊn®ng adv. m aybe, possibly



14. h§ish³ adv. still

15. shuǾd¨o vc. to talk about, to m ention

16. t·ngsh³ n. co-w orker

17. h¸ul§i tn. afterw ard

18. shǛngyi n. business

19. sh®nq² adj. m ystical, m agical

20. g½shi n. story

21. h·uzhuׅ n. m onkey paw

22. yבuy³si adj. interesting

23. h¨ip¨ v. to fear

24. l²kǕi v. to leave

25. ...  du³é  l§i shuǾ phrase for..., as regards...

26. yǭd³ng adv. definitely, certainly

27. h·uzi n. m onkey

28. zhuׅzi n. claw , paw

29. yǭxï zi adv. all at once, all of a sudden



30. q²gu¨i adj. strange, w eird

31. yǭjiǕr®n phrase the w hole fam ily

32. xiׅ ok¨n v. to look dow n on, to think little of

33. m ·l³ n. m agical pow er, m agic

34. r̄ nzhǛn adj. serious, earnest

35. sh²xï n v. to realize, to m ake real

36. yu¨nw ¨ng n. a w ish

37. h¨oq² adj. curious

38. d®d¨o vc. get, gain

39. shǭq½ v. to lose (som ething)

40. jiǕr®n n. fam ily, fam ily m em ber

41. xiׅ oshǛng n. (in a) low  voice

42. n§ngu¸ adj. sad, upset

43. lׅ opo n. w ife (inform al)

44. m ®iy¸ng adj. useless

45. ş nggŊi vc. to give to (som eone)



46. fǕshǛng v. to happen, to occur

47. yŊxד adv. perhaps, m aybe

48. xiǕngx³n v. to believe

49. xדyu¨n vo. to m ake a w ish

50. xiׅ oxǭn v. to be careful

51. yǭnggǕi aux. should, ought to

52. xiׅ nghׅo vc. to think over

53. j³de v. to rem em ber

54. y¨ngzi n. appearance

55. buyǭd³ng adv. not necessarily

56. xǭw ¨ng v. to hope

57. hu§ngŊi vc. to return (som ething) to (som eone)

58. xȊy¨o v. to need

59. diׅ nt·u vo. to nod one's head

60. kŊp¨ adj. frightening, scary

61. d³shang phrase on the ground



62. k¨nl§i v. to appear (that)

63. fǕngfׅ  n. m ethod, m anner, w ay

64. chuǕngw ¨i phrase outside the w indow

65. shǭw ¨ng v. to be disappointed

66. p²ngch§ng adj. ordinary, com m on

67. ... gǛn...yǭy¨ng phrase the sam e as...

68. w f̈ד n n. lunch

69. zבu gu¸lai vc. to w alk over

70. zh¨nq lׇai vc. to stand up

71. chȊsh³ vo. to have an accident

72. jǭq³ n. m achine

73. m ½d³ n. grave, cem etery

74. z̈ iyŊ b½ phrase never again

75. b§itiǕn tn. daytim e

76. shu³buzh§o vc. to be unable to sleep

77. ...  hu²d¨o... shǛnbiǕn phrase to return to... (som eone)



78. z̈ iyŊ m ®i phrase never again have

79. shǛngyǭn n. noise

80. lׅ otiǕn n. heaven

81. m ï nqi§n phrase in front of (one's face)

82. fǕchȊ vc. to let out, to send out

83. pׅo gu¸qu vc. to run over (to)



Part of Speech Key

adj. A djective

adv. A dverb

aux. A uxiliary Verb

conj. C onjunction

m w. M easure w ord

n. N oun

on. O nom atopoeia

part. Particle

pn. Proper noun

tn. Tim e N oun

v. Verb

vc. Verb plus com plem ent

vo. Verb plus object
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Extensive Reading

A fter years of studying C hinese, m any people ask, ñw hy canôt I becom e fluent in
C hinese?ò Fluency can only happen w hen the language enters our ñcom fort
zone.ò This com fort com es after significant exposure to and experience w ith the
language. The m ore tim es you m eet a w ord, phrase, or gram m ar point the m ore
readily it w ill enter your com fort zone.

In the w orld of language research, experts agree that learners can acquire new
vocabulary through reading only if the overall text can be understood. D ecades
of research indicate that if w e know  approxim ately 98%  of the w ords in a book,
w e can com fortably ñpick upò the 2%  that is unfam iliar. R eading at this 98%
com prehension level is referred to as ñextensive reading.ò

R esearch in extensive reading has show n that it accelerates vocabulary learning
and helps the learner to naturally understand gram m ar. Perhaps m ost im portantly,
it trains the brain to autom atically recognize fam iliar language, thereby freeing
up m ental energy to focus on m eaning and ideas. A s they build reading speed
and fluency, learners w ill m ove from  reading ñw ord by w ordò to processing
ñchunks of language.ò A defining feature is that itôs less painful than the
ñintensive readingò com m only used in textbooks. In fact, extensive reading can
be dow nright fun.

Graded Readers

G raded readers are the best books for learners to ñextensivelyò read. R esearch



has taught us that learners need to ñencounterò a w ord 10-30 tim es before truly
learning it, and often m any m ore tim es for particularly com plicated or abstract
w ords. G raded readers are appropriate for learners because the language is
controlled and sim plified, as opposed to the language in native texts, w hich is
inevitably difficult and often dem otivating. R eading extensively w ith graded
readers allow s learners to bring together all of the language they have studied
and absorb how  the w ords naturally w ork together.

To becom e fluent, learners m ust not only understand the m eaning of a w ord, but
also understand its nuances, how  to use it in conversation, how  to pair it w ith
other w ords, w here it fits into natural w ord order, and how  it is used in gram m ar
structures. N o textbook could ever be w ritten to teach all of this explicitly. W hen
used properly, a textbook introduces the language and provides the basic
m eanings, w hile graded readers consolidate, strengthen, and deepen
understanding.

W ithout graded readers, learners w ould have to study dictionaries, textbooks,
sam ple dialogs, and sim ple conversations until they have random ly encountered
enough C hinese for it to enter their com fort zones. W ith proper use of graded
readers, learners can tackle this issue and develop greater fluency now, at their
current levels, instead of w aiting until som e period in the distant future. W ith a
stronger foundation and greater confidence at their current levels, learners are
encouraged and m otivated to continue their C hinese studies to even greater
heights. Plus, theyôll quickly learn that reading C hinese is fun!
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About Mandarin Companion

M andarin C om panion w as started by Jared Turner and John Pasden w ho m et one
fateful day on a bus in Shanghai w hen the only rem aining seat left them  sitting
next to each other. A year later, Jared had greatly im proved his C hinese using
extensive reading but w as frustrated at the lack of suitable reading m aterials. H e
approached John w ith the prospect of creating their ow n series. H aving w orked
in C hinese education for nearly a decade, John w as intrigued w ith the idea and
thus began the M andarin C om panion series.

John m ajored in Japanese in college, but started learning M andarin and later
m oved to C hina w here his learning accelerated. A fter developing language
proficiency, he w as adm itted into an all-C hinese m asters program  in applied
linguistics at East C hina N orm al U niversity in Shanghai. Throughout his
learning process, John developed an open m ind to different learning styles and a
tendency to challenge conventional w isdom  in the field of teaching C hinese. H e
has since w orked at C hinesePod as academ ic director and host, and opened his
ow n consultancy, A llSet Learning, in Shanghai to help individuals acquire
C hinese language proficiency. H e lives in Shanghai w ith his w ife and children.

A fter graduate school and w ith no C hinese language skills, Jared decided to
m ove to C hina w ith his young fam ily in search of career opportunities. Later
w hile w orking on an investm ent project, Jared learned about extensive reading
and decided that if it w as as effective as it claim ed to be, it could help him  learn
C hinese. In three m onths, he read 10 C hinese graded readers and his language
ability quickly im proved from  speaking w ords and phrases to a conversational
level. Jared has an M B A from  Purdue U niversity and a bachelor in Econom ics



from  the U niversity of U tah. H e lives in Shanghai w ith his w ife and children.



Other Stories from Mandarin Companion

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden 

by Frances H odgson B urnett

Li Ye (M ary Lennox) grew  up w ithout the love and affection of her parents.
A fter an epidem ic leaves her an orphan, Li Ye is sent off to live w ith her
reclusive uncle in his spraw ling estate in N anjing. She learns of a secret
garden w here no one has set foot in ten years. Li Ye finds the garden and
slow ly discovers the secrets of the m anor. W ith the help of new  friends, she
brings the garden back to life and learns the healing pow er of friendship and
love.

Sherlock Holmes and the Curly Haired Company 

B ased on "Sherlock H olm es and the C ase of the R ed-H eaded League" by Sir
A rthur C onan D oyle

M r. X ie w as recently hired by the C urly H aired C om pany. For a significant
w eekly allow ance, he w as required to sit in an office and copy articles from  a
book, w hile in the m eantim e his assistant looked after his shop. H e had



answ ered an advertisem ent in the paper and although hundreds of people
applied, he w as the only one selected because of his very curly hair. W hen
the com pany unexpectedly closes, M r. X ie visits G ao M ing (Sherlock
H olm es) w ith his strange story. G ao M ing is certain som ething is not right,
but w ill he solve the m ystery in tim e?

The Sixty-Year Dream 

B ased on "R ip Van W inkle" by W ashington Irving

Zhou X uefa (R ip Van W inkle) is w ell loved by everyone in his tow n,
everyone except his nagging w ife. W ith his faithful dog B lackie, Zhou X uefa
spends his tim e playing w ith kids, helping neighbors, and discussing politics
in the teahouse. O ne day after a bad scolding from  his w ife, he goes for a
w alk into the m ountains and m eets a m ysterious old m an w ho appears to be
from  an ancient tim e. The m an invites him  into his m ountain hom e for a m eal
and after drinking som e w ine, Zhou X uefa falls into a deep sleep. H e aw akes
to a tim e very different than w hat he once knew.

The Country of the Blind 

B y H .G . W ells

ñIn the country of the blind, the one-eyed m an is kingò repeats in C hen
Fangyuanôs m ind after he finds him self trapped in a valley holding a
com m unity of people for w hom  a disease elim inated their vision m any
generations before and no longer have a concept of sight. C hen Fangyuan



quickly finds that these people have developed their other senses to
com pensate for their lack of sight. H is insistence that he can see causes the
entire com m unity to believe he is crazy. W ith no w ay out, C hen Fangyuan
begins to accept his fate until one day the village doctors believe they now
understand w hat is the cause of his insanityé  those useless round objects in
his eye sockets.

M andarin com panion is producing a grow ing library of graded readers for
C hinese language learners. For the new est releases, visit
w w w.M andarinC om panion.com
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