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~
Mandarin
Companion

Now you can read books in Chinese that are fun and help accelerate language
learning. Every book in the Mandarin Companion series is carefully written to
use characters, words, and grammar that alearner islikely to know.

The Mandarin Companion Leveling System has been meticulously devel oped
through an in-depth analysis of textbooks, education programs and naturd
Chinese language. Every story is written in asimple style that is fun and easy to
understand so you improve with each book.

Mandarin Companion Level One

Level 1 is intended for Chinese learners a an upper-dlementary level. Most
learners will be able to approach this book after one to two years of formal study,
depending on the learner and program. This series is designed to combine
simplicity of characters with an easy-to-understand storyline that helps beginner
grow their vocabulary and language comprehension abilities. The more they read,
the better they will become at reading and grasping the Chinese language.

Level 1 is designed around the Mandarin Companion& core set of 300 basic
characters. These basic characters ensure that most of the vocabulary will be
simple everyday words that the reader is most likely to know. This series
contains approximately 400 unique words; a number low enough to make
reading Chinese less intimidating, while also introducing new key words rel evant



to the story.

Key words are added gradually over the course of the story. A numbered footnote
indicates the first time a new word or character is introduced and the
corresponding hyperlink references the glossary with pinyin and an English
definition. Each additional instance of a new word is indicated by a hyperlink.
All proper nouns have been underlined to help the reader distinguish between
names and words.

What level is right for me?

If you are able to read this book with a high level of comprehension, then this
book islikely at your level. It isideal to have at most only one unknown word or
character for every 40-50 words or characters that are read.

Once you are able to read fluidly and quickly without interruption you are ready
for the next level. Even if you are able to understand al of the words in the
book, we recommend that readers build fluidity and reading speed before moving
to higher levels.

How will this help my Chinese?

Reading extensively in a language you are learning is one of the most effective
ways to build fluency. However, the key is to read a a high levd of
comprehension. Reading at the appropriate level in Chinese will increase the
speed of character recognition, help acquire vocabulary faster, alow readers to
naturally learn grammar, and train the brain to think in Chinese. It also makes
learning Chinese more fun and enjoyable. Readers will experience the sense of



accomplishment and confidence that only comes from reading entire books in
Chinese.

For more information, please see Extensive Reading and Graded Readers
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Story Adaptation Notes

This story is an adaptation of English author W. W. Jacobs' 1902 classic horror
story, The Monkey's Paw. This Mandarin Companion graded reader has been
adapted into a fully localized Chinese version of the origina story. The
characters have been given authentic Chinese names as opposed to
trangliterations of English names, which sound foreign in Chinese. The locations
have been adapted to well-known places in China.

The period of this adaptation is the 1980's not long after Deng Xiaoping
famoudly instituted Chinas new policies of "Reforms and Openness'. China was
gearing up its industriaization to eventualy become known as "the world's
factory." In this time period, 10,000 RMB was a substantial amount of money,
similar to the feeling of "amillion dollars" in early 21st century America.

Character Adaptations

The following is a list of the characters from The Monkey's Paw in Chinese
followed by their corresponding English names from the origina story. The
names below are not trandlations, they are new Chinese names used for the
Chinese versions of the origina characters. Think of them as al-new characters
in a Chinese story.

(ZhUhg X@2ng) - Mr. White
(Zhlhg T"itai) - Mrs. White

(ZhUhg Gudshlhg) - Herbert White



(Qi&n Y¥hl8) - Sergeant-Mgjor Morris



Cast of Characters
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(Zhang X1ping) (Zhang Taitai) (Zhang Guishéng) (Qian Yunlai)

/
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Locations

Y¥mangn  Yunnan Province in southwest China, which borders on
Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar. It is home to many Chinese ethnic
minorities, and even today has a bit of an exotic fee for many
Chinese.
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Key Words

10.

12.

13.

w imian n. outside
y@h? adv. continuously, all aong
xI"yT vo. toran
nu nhuo adj. wam
k'ngla  vc. to appear, to look (acertain way)
gZhgch ng n. factory
shlhg V. togivebirthto
yaugign adj. rich
h oxi'ng V. toseemthat
chfm& vo. togo out; to leave home
shishu n. uncle
zudy, u  suffix approximately, around (lit. "left-right™)

kih@g adv. maybe, possibly



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

h&sh® adv. still

shudii'o wve. totak about, to mention

t-ngsh® n. co-worker
h,ulg tn. afterward
shlhgyi  n. business
sh@g? adj. mystical, magical
gYshi n. story
h-uzhu  n. monkey paw
yauyss  adj. interesting
h'ip”  Vv. tofear

1%k v, toleave

du%é 18 shu@ phrase for..., asregards...

y@ng adv. definitely, certainly

h-uzi  n. monkey

Znu z n. claw, paw

yxi“zi  adv. dl a once, al of asudden



31.

32.

36.

37.

39.

41.

42.

g%gu’l  adj. strange, weird

ygilk@ phrase thewhole family
xI ok'n V. tolook down on, to think little of
m-1® n. magical power, magic
rnzhth adj. serious, earnest
shi'n V. toredlize, to makered
yu'nw'ng n. awish
h'og? adj. curious
d®&l"o vc. get, gan
sn@2 V. tolose (something)
jiké n. family, family member
xi oshthg n. (in a) low voice
néngu, adj. sad, upset
| opo n. wife(informal)
m®&y, ng adj. useless

s, nggld  wvc. to giveto (someone)



47.

49.

51.

52.

56.

S7.

59.

61.

Ciz

flshlhg v. to happen, to occur
yIXxT adv. perhaps, maybe
xithgén v to believe
XTyu'n vo. tomakeawish
Xl 0xg1 V. to be careful
yaggl  aux. should, ought to
xi ngh o vc. tothink over
j°de v. toremember

y'ngzi  n. appearance

buy@®ng adv. not necessarily

Xav'ng V. tohope

hugngld  vc. to return (something) to (someone)

xIy'o V. toneed
di nt-u vo. tonod one'shead
kib™ adj. frightening, scary

dsshang phrase on the ground



62.

66.

67.

69.

70.

71

72.

73.

74,

75.

76.

77.

K'nlg8 V. toappear (that)
flhgt  n. method, manner, way
chulhgw'i  phrase outside the window
shaw'ng V. to be disappointed
p?ngch8ng  adj. ordinary, common
glth..yy'ng phrase thesameas...
wTf'n  n. lunch
Zaugu, la ve. towalk over
Zn'ngla  wve. tostand up
chl sh® vo. to have an accident
j@® n. machine
mYelF  n. grave, cemetery
Z'lynNb% phrase never again
bgtith tn. daytime
shubuzh&  ve. to beunableto Slegp

hud”o... shthbith  phrase to return to... (Someone)



78.

79.

81.

82.

Ciz

Z'lyDm® phrase never again have
shlhgygn  n. noise
| otith n. heaven
mi'ngign  phrase infront of (on€'sface)
flthl  ve. to let out, to send out

p ogu, qu vc. torunover (to)



Part of Speech Key

adj. Adjective
adv. Adverb

aux. Auxiliary Verb
conj. Conjunction
mw. Measure word
n. Noun

on. Onomatopoeia
part. Particle

pn. Proper noun
tn. Time Noun

v. Verb

vc. Verb plus complement

vo. Verb plus object
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Extensive Reading

After years of studying Chinese, many people ask, fiwhy cand | become fluent in
Chinese?0 Fluency can only happen when the language enters our ficomfort
zone.0 This comfort comes after significant exposure to and experience with the
language. The more times you meet a word, phrase, or grammar point the more
readily it will enter your comfort zone.

In the world of language research, experts agree that learners can acquire new
vocabulary through reading only if the overal text can be understood. Decades
of research indicate that if we know approximately 98% of the words in a book,
we can comfortably fpick upo the 2% that is unfamiliar. Reading at this 98%
comprehension level isreferred to as fiextensive reading.o

Research in extensive reading has shown that it accelerates vocabulary learning
and helps the learner to naturally understand grammar. Perhaps most importantly,
it trains the brain to automatically recognize familiar language, thereby freeing
up mental energy to focus on meaning and ideas. As they build reading speed
and fluency, learners will move from reading fiword by wordo to processing
fichunks of language.0 A defining feature is that it& less painful than the
Aintensive readingd commonly used in textbooks. In fact, extensive reading can
be downright fun.

Graded Readers

Graded readers are the best books for learners to fiextensivelyo read. Research



has taught us that learners need to fencountero a word 10-30 times before truly
learning it, and often many more times for particularly complicated or abstract
words. Graded readers are appropriate for learners because the language is
controlled and simplified, as opposed to the language in native texts, which is
inevitably difficult and often demotivating. Reading extensively with graded
readers alows learners to bring together al of the language they have studied
and absorb how the words naturally work together.

To become fluent, learners must not only understand the meaning of a word, but
also understand its nuances, how to use it in conversation, how to pair it with
other words, where it fits into natural word order, and how it is used in grammar
structures. No textbook could ever be written to teach all of this explicitly. When
used propely, a textbook introduces the language and provides the basic
meanings, while graded readers consolidate, strengthen, and degpen
under standing.

Without graded readers, learners would have to study dictionaries, textbooks,
sample dialogs, and simple conversations until they have randomly encountered
enough Chinese for it to enter their comfort zones. With proper use of graded
readers, learners can tackle this issue and develop greater fluency now, at ther
current levels, instead of waiting until some period in the distant future. With a
stronger foundation and greater confidence at their current levels, learners are
encouraged and motivated to continue their Chinese studies to even greater
heights. Plus, theydl quickly learn that reading Chineseis fun!
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About Mandarin Companion

Mandarin Companion was started by Jared Turner and John Pasden who met one
fateful day on a bus in Shanghai when the only remaining seat |eft them sitting
next to each other. A year later, Jared had greatly improved his Chinese using
extensive reading but was frustrated at the lack of suitable reading materials. He
approached John with the prospect of creating their own series. Having worked
in Chinese education for nearly a decade, John was intrigued with the idea and
thus began the Mandarin Companion series.

John mgored in Japanese in college, but started learning Mandarin and later
moved to China where his learning accelerated. After developing language
proficiency, he was admitted into an all-Chinese masters program in applied
linguistics at East China Norma University in Shanghai. Throughout his
learning process, John devel oped an open mind to different learning styles and a
tendency to challenge conventional wisdom in the field of teaching Chinese. He
has since worked at ChinesePod as academic director and host, and opened his
own consultancy, AllSet Learning, in Shanghai to help individuals acquire
Chinese language proficiency. He lives in Shangha with his wife and children.

After graduate school and with no Chinese language skills, Jared decided to
move to China with his young family in search of career opportunities. Later
while working on an investment project, Jared learned about extensive reading
and decided that if it was as effective as it claimed to be, it could help him learn
Chinese. In three months, he read 10 Chinese graded readers and his language
ability quickly improved from speaking words and phrases to a conversationa
level. Jared has an MBA from Purdue University and a bachelor in Economics



from the University of Utah. He livesin Shangha with hiswife and children.



Other Stories from Mandarin Companion

Level 1 Readers: 300 Characters

The Secret Garden

by Frances Hodgson Burnett

Li Ye (Mary Lennox) grew up without the love and affection of her parents.
After an epidemic leaves her an orphan, Li Ye is sent off to live with her
reclusive uncle in his sprawling estate in Nanjing. She learns of a secret
garden where no one has set foot in ten years. Li Ye finds the garden and
slowly discovers the secrets of the manor. With the help of new friends, she
brings the garden back to life and learns the healing power of friendship and
love.

Sherlock Holmes and the Curly Haired Company U

Based on " Sherlock Holmes and the Case of the Red-Headed Leagu€e" by Sir
Arthur Conan Doyle

Mr. Xie was recently hired by the Curly Haired Company. For a significant
weekly alowance, he was required to sit in an office and copy articles froma
book, while in the meantime his assistant looked after his shop. He had



answered an advertisement in the paper and although hundreds of people
applied, he was the only one selected because of his very curly har. When
the company unexpectedly closes, Mr. Xie visits Gao Ming (Sherlock
Holmes) with his strange story. Gao Ming is certain something is not right,
but will he solve the mystery in time?

The Sixty-Year Dream

Based on " Rip Van Winkle" by Washington Irving

Zhou Xuefa (Rip Van Winkle) is well loved by everyone in his town,
everyone except his nagging wife. With his faithful dog Blackie, Zhou Xuefa
spends his time playing with kids, helping neighbors, and discussing politics
in the teshouse. One day after a bad scolding from his wife, he goes for a
walk into the mountains and meets a mysterious old man who appears to be
from an ancient time. The man invites himinto his mountain home for a meal
and after drinking some wine, Zhou Xuefafallsinto a deep sleep. He awakes
to atime very different than what he once knew.

The Country of the Blind

By H.G. Wells

Aln the country of the blind, the one-eyed man is kingo repeats in Chen
Fangyuan® mind after he finds himself trapped in a valley holding a
community of people for whom a disease eiminated their vision many
generations before and no longer have a concept of sight. Chen Fangyuan



quickly finds that these people have developed their other senses to
compensate for their lack of sight. His insistence that he can see causes the
entire community to believe he is crazy. With no way out, Chen Fangyuan
begins to accept his fate until one day the village doctors believe they now
understand what is the cause of hisinsanityé those useless round objectsin
his eye sockets.

Mandarin companion is producing a growing library of graded readers for
Chinese language learners. For the newest releases, visit
www.M andarinComypanion.com
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